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Theatre helping your students to learn English






The History of English Literature
_________________________________


Teaching Materials – Key for teachers
Section 2 - Geoffrey Chaucer
The hye God, whan he hadde Adam maked,
The high God, when he had made Adam,
And saugh him al allone, bely-naked,
And saw him all alone, stark naked,
God of his grete goodnesse seyde than,
God of his great goodness said then,
"Lat us now make an helpe unto this man
"Let us now make a helper for this man
Lyk to hymself"; and thanne he made him Eve.
Like to himself"; and then he made him Eve.
Section 3 - Shakespeare

Exercise 1
The Taming of the Shrew - 2


King Lear - 3

Hamlet - 1
Exercise 2
A - Hamlet is trying to work out what is the best way to live – tolerate your fate, or také action against your problems.
Answer – Speech 2
B - Duke Orsino is trying to distract himself and not think about the woman he loves.
Answer – Speech 3
C - Richard III talks about how his family just won the Wars of the Roses.
Answer – Speech 4
D - Macbeth is extremely depressed (and hasn't slept for a long time). He talks about how pointless life is.
Answer – Speech 1
Section 4 - Writer names quizes
Quiz 1
Mark Twain - Huckleberry Finn - American

Robert louis Stevenson  - Treasure Island - Scottish

Sir Walter Scott  - Waverley - Scottish

Earnest Hemmingway  - For Whom the Bell Tolls - American

Charlotte Bronte - Jane Eyre - English

Quiz 2
Oliver Twist - Dickens
The Picture of Dorian Gray - Wilde
Pride and Predjudice - Austin
Great Expecttions - Dickens
Sense and Sensibility - Austin
Extra exercise - Elevator pitches
Students have to prepare to tell others about a film or a book that they like or that they think the others should also experience. The problem is that they only have one minute to do it in. There are different ways to set this up, but we recommend that students work in groups of five or six. Each student has to prepare an elevator pitch, but they will deliver their pitch only to the other members of their group. All of the groups in the class are therefore giving their pitches and talking at the same time. This reduces the pressure on students who are 'performing' in front of a small group instead of the whole class. The teacher should have a watch and say 'start' and 'stop' at the end the minute.
The exercise is a good way to practice all aspects of presentation skills.  The key to making an effective pitch is to prepare just two or three main points that you want to make and be sure that those points are made very clearly. Don't talk too fast and don't try to say too much. 
Extra exercise - Working with Poems
Poetry can be intimidating for students, especially poetry in a foreign language. This exercise is designed to help students connect to poems in a stress-free way.

· Print the eight poems in the document '8 classic poems for The History of English Literature'. 

· Stick them up on the wall in different places around the room. 

· Tell the students that they shouldn't try to read all of the poems, but that they should walk around the room and choose one poem to be their favourite. (Give them a few minutes. You could play music while they walk around.)

· The students should finally decide which poem they feel is their favourite and stand next to it.

· On a count of three, ask them to all read their poem aloud at the same time. (Point out that because everybody is talking at the same time, nobody is listening to them personally.)

· Then make groups of three or four from people who chose different poems.

· One person from the group will také the others to visit their favourite poem. They should explain what they think it is about and why they chose it.
· Then another member of the group should také the group over to their poem and do the same.
[image: image2.jpg]www.bearproject.cz





